Matthew Ritcey:

Rigid enforcement of
weight laws was eating
into the company’s
profits. TruckWeight's
Smart Scale is helping
Ritcey run legal.

RITCEY & SONS

TruckWeight helps log hauler roll out
of the woods and into compliance

atthew Ritcey has been haul -

ing stud wood out of the bush in

southwestern Nova Scotia for the

better part of a decade. So when
Ritcey slips into the seat of his loading machine,
he has a pretty good idea how much timber he
can pile on seven-axle tractor-trailer unit

But nowadays, the cost of trucking is so high

and enforcement so strict, gut feel or air gauges
aren't good enough. “If we're overweight, the
fine can eat up our profit,” says Ritcey, who
operates Ritcey & Sons, a family-run log truck
operation in Bridgewater, N.S. “Now, with our
weight tolerance gone, there’s extra pressure to
run legal.”

For years, Nova Scotia allowed a 500-kilogram
(1,100 pounds) tolerance per axle, the only
jurisdiction in North America with a tolerance
written into regulation. That ended on Jan. 1,
2007.Today, tolerances are left to the discretion
of enforcement officers.

On a seven-axle vehicle, that’s a loss of 3,500
kg, or 7,700 pounds. “If you're used to loading
logs to the tolerance all these years,” Ritcey says,
“and you don't have a way to verify your weight
when you leave the bush, you're risking big fines
and safety infractions.”

Ritcey deployed a wireless onboard scale called
Smart Scale, an inexpensive, accurate onboard
scale for vehicles with air suspensions. Made
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