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find profit in the scrap heap

s a scrap dealer, Claude Richard

spends every day working with metal

and machines. But his success depends

on a human element: how effectively
he and his workers manage their time and effort
in the loading area.

“Most of our work involves scrap metal we
crush on site, bail into 1,500-pound blocks, and
haul to a shredder where it's sold,” says Richard,
owner of Limar Enterprises in Notre Dame,

N.B. “It's our manpower running the loader and
driving the truck. The more efficient we can be
in the loading area, the faster we can get on the
road to the metal buyer.”

It's no simple feat. Limar hauls scrap metal
in eight-axle B-train doubles: a three-axle lead
trailer followed by a two-axle tag trailer. At 25
meters long and a maximum weight of 62,500
kilograms (approximately 137,000 pounds),
it's an efficient combination. But getting the

weight balanced can be tricky. “Eighty percent
of the places we load have a scale in the ground.
But that's not the place to learn that we're
overweight on an axle group or have less payload
than we're allowed to carry,” Richard says.
Richard’s solution is to put axle weight
readings in the hand of the loader operator. Last
year, he installed Smart Scale, an inexpensive,
accurate, wireless onboard scale for trucks,
tractors, and trailers with air suspensions.
Made by TruckWeight Inc., Smart Scale
includes a sensor with an integrated antenna,
DOT fittings for the vehicle’s air line, and
a handheld receiver. The sensor measures
temperature and pressure changes in the air
suspension and relays the data to the handheld
receiver using a low-powered radio transmitter.
A small computer in the receiver interprets the
information and provides an axle weight and
gross vehicle weight measurement that's accurate
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